The Biodiversity Way

Acorns

The Wild Meadow

e Wild Meadow has a wide variety of trees, grasses and wild ﬂowers. It also has two
insect hotels (‘bug hotels’). All plants have two names; a common name by which they
are known locally and which may be translated into diﬀerent languages (e.g. English and
Irish), and a botanical name in Latin which is both precise and uniform across the world.
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GrAsses: Not all grasses are the same. ere are over 100 diﬀerent types of grasses in
Ireland but they won’t all grow in the same place. Seashore grasses are diﬀerent to those
found inland, mountain grasses diﬀer from those of the lowlands, and grasses on bogs
diﬀer from those on lime-rich soil. Typically a meadow such as this would have between
10 and 20 diﬀerent grasses. e grasses identiﬁed here include Cock’s-foot (Dactylis
glomerata), Yorkshire Fog (Holcus lanatus), Creeping Bent (Agrostis stolonifera),
Common Couch (Elytrigia repens), Perennial ryegrass (Lolium perenne) and roughstalked Meadow Grass (Poa trivialis). Although they are not grasses, clovers are
commonly found in grassland. e two most common clovers here are red Clover
(Trifolium pratense) and White Clover (Trifolium repens).
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WiLd FLOWers: ere are numerous wild ﬂowers in the meadow which is managed
to help them thrive. Common species include: Yarrow (Achillea millefolium), Bird’sfoot Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), Ox-eye daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), dandelion
(Taraxacum oﬃcinale), Meadow Buttercup (Ranunculus acris), Purple Loosestrife
(Lythrum salicaria), Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea) and spear istle (Cirsium vulgare).
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Common Blue butterfly on
Bird’s-foot Trefoil flower

Small Copper butterfly

The Biodiversity Way is a Leixlip Tidy Towns Association and Intel Pride of Place initiative.

The Leixlip Biodiversity Way is approx. 1.4 kms long. It is all made up of pavement and tarred pathways. As such it is suitable for everyone.
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Trees: e Meadow has 54 trees of 12 diﬀerent types, including Alder, Ash, Beech,
Birch, Chestnut, Holly, Hornbeam, Lime, Maple and Oak. ere are a number of
variants. For example, there are two diﬀerent types of Ash – Common Ash (Fraxinus
excelsior) and Raywood Ash (Fraxinus angustifolia). e Mountain Ash (Sorbus aucuparia)
is not a member of the ash family. ere are three diﬀerent types of Oak – Common Oak
(Quercus robur), Irish Oak (Quercus petraea) and Turkey Oak (Quercus cerris), and there
are four types of birch – Silver Birch (Betula pendula), White Birch (Betula pubescens),
River Birch (Betula nigra) and Himalayan Birch (Betula utilis). Common Alder (Alnus
glutinosa) and Grey Alder (Alnus incana) are also here. Less common trees found here are
the Snowy Mespil (Amelanchier canadensis), Strawberry Tree (Arbutus unedo),
Small-leaved Lime (Tilia cordata) and European Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus).
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